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1 . UPON HIS DEPARTURE FOR COLOMBO AUGUST 9, GENERAL ZIAUR 
RAHMAN LINKED THE NON-ALIGNED PRINCIPLES OF NATIONAL SOV- 
EREIGNTY AND NON-INTERFERENCE TO THE BDG'S PROBLEMS WITH 
INDIA, SPECIFICALLY BORDER INCIDENTS AND FARAKKA BARRAGE. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS OF HIS REMARKS AT DACCA AIRPORT. 
ZIA SAID THAT THE UNILATERAL WITHDRAWAL OF GANGES WATER 
"HAS HIT OUR ECONOMIC SOVEREIGNTY" AND THAT "IT WILL BE 
AN ACT OF UNFRIENDLINESS" IF ANYONE TRIED TO HINDER BANGLA- 
DESH'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. ZIA REPORTEDLY ALSO SAID, ONCE 
AGAIN, THAT MISCREANTS WERE BEING TRAINED IN A LARGE 
NUMBER OF CAMPS IN MEGHALAYA, AGARTALA AND ON THE WESTERN 
BORDER TO CARRY OUT SABOTAGE IN BANGLADESH; THE BDG WAS 
TAKING MEASURES TO MEET THIS THREAT OF WHICH "THE PEOPLE 
OF BANGLADESH AND THE WORLD" WERE AWARE. ZIA SAID THAT 
THE BDG WASS' PREPARED TO TALK AND NEGOTIATE" TO SETTLE 
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BETTER. 

2. ASSERTING THAT IT WAS THE "BIRTH RIGHT" OF THE PEOPLE OF 
BANGLADESH "TO EXERCISE THEIR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SOV- 
EREIGNTY IN FULL." ZIA COMPLAINED THAT THE RESOURCES OF 
BANGLADESH AHD FLOWED FROM THE COUNTRY SINCE 1947 AND "UN- 
FORTINATELY" CONTINUED TO DO SO AFTER 1971. THE WHOLE 
COUNTRY. HE SAID IS NOW UNITED AND THE PEOPLE ARE PREPARED 
TO "PAY ANY COST" TO UPHOLD THEIR SOVEREIGN RIGHTS. ZIA 

SAID THAT BANGLADESH WANTED TO BUILD UP "EQUAL RELATIONS" 
ZIA REPORTEDLY SAID, TRIED TO INTERFERE IN THE AFFAIRS OF 
OTHER COUNTRIES IN SOUTH ASIA, IT WOULD SPILL OVER IN THE 
REGION. "THE PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH SHOULD NOT BE PUSHED 
TOO MUCH. WE ARE BUSY WITH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND EVERY- 
BODY SHOULD HELP UP IN OUR DEVELOPMENT." 

3. COMMENT. BY DWELLING ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON BANGLADESH 
BILATERAL PROBLEMS WITH INDIA, GENERAL ZIA SEEMED TO SIGNAL 
AGAIN THAT THE BDG DELEGATION AT COLOMBO INTENDS TO RAISE 
THESE ISSUES. BY SPECIFICALLY LINKING THESE PROBLEMS WITH 
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF BANGLADESH AND THE PRINCIPLES OF THE 
NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT, GENERAL ZIA SEEMS TO BE JUSTIFYING 
IN ADVANCE THE APPROPRIATENESS OF USING THE COLOMBO FORUM 
TO AIR BILATERAL ISSUES. 
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